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mastiff, whose tail was entangled now with the thousand
tails of the Great Ape.

"Behold," the Emperor pointed victoriously, "the ashes
of the divine sacrifice of Pan are still smouldering. You
doubted he was here. Here is the proof ! "

The people looked at the hoofs of the goat. Their nod of
approbation was an emphatic denial.

"This is the holy spot," the Emperor pursued. "The
gods of my ancestors led my steps aright. Bring the goat
here ! " he ordered the priest who was battling with the
beast.

The Emperor unsheathed his dagger.

The priest held the beast by the horns, pressing the head
backward.

" Accept, 0 great Pan, this sacrifice which Julianus, Emperor
of the world, brings to you! Let his blood enter the ashes
of your divine sacrifice to Zeus, your father ! May the vapours
rise to your nostrils and delight you ! May you dance and
laugh, and may the echo of your divine hoofs resound through-
out the earth! "

Quickly he drew the knife across the throat of the beast,

The melancholy face of the Emperor so resembled the wistful
face of the goat that I laughed.

The people, startled, opened their mouths and eyes, and
flung their arms in the air. The priest released the horns of
the sacrificial beast, exclaiming: " Mighty Jupiter, Eternal
God! "

The Imperator, triumphant, looked scornfully at his
attendants.

The goat fell to the ground head foremost, then turned
upon its flank.

The priest ripped opened the body and withdrew the
steaming entrails. He gazed at them for a long time. The
Emperor, uneasy, knelt beside him, watching the secret hand-
writing of the gods.